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The Fast Track to the Mark

The Compostability Logo
of IBAW e.V. and DIN CERTCO Compostad®®

The compostability mark is accepted in Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands, the United
Kingdom, and Poland. Certificates for compostable materials and products are valid in all these
countries. Additional tests are not necessary.

Your contacts in the different countries are listed in the table below.

Country Contact

Germany and |DIN CERTCO www.dincertco.de Lukas Willhauck

Switzerland lukas.willhauck@dincertco.de
+49 30 2601-2043

United UK Composting www.compost.org.uk | Melvyn Chimes

Kingdom Association melvyn@compost.org.uk
+44 193322 77 77

Netherlands Keurmerkinstituut | www.keurmerk.nl Willem van Weperen

post@keurmerk.nl
+31 6 25436257
Poland COBRO www.cobro.org.pl Andrzej Milewski
milewski@cobro.org.pl
+48 22 842 20 11

You can contact any organisation of your choice for product certifications, preferably in the home
country of your organisation. For material, intermediate and additive registration please contact
DIN CERTCO's office in Berlin

DIN CERTCO - AlboinstraRe 56 - D-12103 Berlin
Tel: +49 30 7562-1140 Fax: +49 30 7562-1141 E-Mail: zentrale@dincertco.de www.dincertco.de
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Guide to application

The aim of this brief guide is to assist you in achieving certification as rapidly as possible. The
separate steps leading to product certification or registration of materials are:

1. Application for certification to DIN CERTCO:

DIN CERTCO Gesellschaft fur Konformitatsbewertung mbH
Anke Sonneck

Alboinstral3e 56

12103 Berlin

Germany

Please make your application as specific and accurate as possible. Notice that can choose
to use test results according to three different standards (DIN V 54900, DIN EN 13432 or
ASTM D 6400). But the chosen test method should then be used for all relevant tests.

You will receive a confirmation of your application from DIN CERTCO together with a
reference number which you are requested to quote in all further correspondence.

2. Selection of a testing laboratory from the list of the testing laboratories recognised by DIN
CERTCO and commissioning of the chosen laboratory to perform the test.

We shall be happy to assist you in establishing contact with a laboratory.

3. The test report is forwarded to DIN CERTCO for certification purposes either by you or by
the testing laboratory directly.

DIN CERTCO reviews the documents supplied by you for completeness and, if appropriate,
requests submission of any missing documents. The next step is for the test results to be
evaluated by the assessment committee. Depending on the results of this evaluation, the
certificate will be issued and sent to you together with a licence agreement on the use of the
logo, or you will receive a non-conformity report.

4. Prior to using the logo, please return to us a signed copy of the licence agreement on the
use of the logo.

5. To maintain the validity of the certification, verification tests are carried out at regular
intervals.

6. Please apply for an extension in good time before the period of validity indicated in the
certificate has elapsed.

If your application has not been submitted 2 months before the validity of your certificate
lapses, you will be advised accordingly by DIN CERTCO.
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Certification flow chart
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Registration of materials, intermediates and additi ves

To facilitate the procedure of certifying products made of compostable materials, DIN CERTCO
maintains registers of constituent materials, intermediates and additives that are either
biodegradable as specified in DIN V 54900, DIN EN 13432 or ASTM D 6400 (ASTM D 6868), or
otherwise meet the requirements of the certification scheme. Processing companies are thus
able to refer to these registers when applying for certification of their products. In this way,
applications for certification can be made in a simpler and more economical form.

When the result is positive, the material (intermediate or additive) is entered in one of two
positive lists, either in the "Register of materials and intermediates approved for the manufacture
of certified products made of compostable materials" or in the "Register of additives approved for
the manufacture of certified products made of compostable materials".

Should the result be negative, a certificate of non-objection may be issued if it has been proven
that the material, although biodegradable, does not fully meet the stringent requirements of DIN V
54900, DIN EN 13432 or ASTM D 6400 (ASTM D 6868).

The following documents are to be submitted together with the application:

For the registration of a material:

Details of the chemical composition
Test report complying with DIN V 54900, DIN EN 13432 or ASTM D 6400
Infrared transmission spectrum

For the registration of an intermediate

Description of the structure of the intermediate, indicating all layer thicknesses

List of all materials used, indicating their respective percentage by mass in the intermediate
For each material present in the intermediate: Reference to the listing of the material in the
corresponding positive list or a test report complying with DIN V 54900, DIN EN 13432 or
ASTM D 6400 (ASTM D 6868) and

for the intermediate: Test report for a disintegration test complying with DIN V 54900-3, DIN
EN 13432 or ASTM D 6400 (ASTM D 6868).

Alternatively a test report according to DIN V 54900-3, DIN EN 13432 or ASTM D 6400
(ASTM D 6868) for the intermediate

For each material in the intermediate: One infrared transmission spectrum (This requirement
does not apply to materials that are registered in the positive list maintained by DIN
CERTCO.).

For the registration of an additive

Details of chemical composition

Test report documenting chemical safety and biological degradability as specified in DIN V
54900-1 and -2 or DIN EN 13432 or ASTM D 6400 (ASTM D 6868) or in accordance with
other internationally recognised standard methods of testing biological degradability.

Infrared transmission spectrum
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Certification of products

Certification is undertaken for products only, not for materials, additives or intermediates.
Application may be made for certification of separate products, product families or individual sub-
types of a product

When the result of testing is positive, a certificate with a registration number will be issued for the
product concerned. On conclusion of an agreement on the use of the logo with DIN CERTCO
(and, for products whose disposal is subject to the provisions of the German Packaging
Regulation, on submission of evidence of the conclusion of a waste-disposal contract for the
product concerned), the certified and marked product may be placed on the market.

The following documents are to be submitted together with the application.
For the certification of a product:

Design drawing, detailed description of the product (product family) and of its application. In
the case of a product family: for each type, details of all parameters in which the separate
types differ.

List of all materials (intermediates) and additives used in the manufacture of the product,
indicating their respective percentage by mass in the product and their respective wall
thickness and/or layer thickness.

Proof of compliance with DIN V 54900, DIN EN 13432 or ASTM D 6400 (ASTM D 6868) for
all materials (intermediates) used that are not registered in the positive list of materials and
intermediates (DIN CERTCO). For this purpose, the complete test reports are to be
submitted.

Proof of compliance with the requirements specified in the certification scheme for all
additives used that are present in the product in a percentage by mass greater than 1% and
that are not registered in the positive list of additives (DIN CERTCO). Here, too, the complete
test reports are to be submitted.

Infrared transmission spectrum of all materials used and of all additives present in the
product in a percentage by mass greater than 1%.

List of all other substances used in the product and of all materials which in the course of
intended use may be disposed as waste together with the product. Proof of non-toxicity for
these materials and substances.

Acceptance of test reports

Only test reports from competent, DIN CERTCO acknowledged test laboratories can be accepted
for the certification. A register of acknowledged laboratories is available form DIN CERTCO.
Furthermore test reports from laboratories that have been recommended by the Biodegradable
Plastics Society (Tokyo, Japan) and the Biodegradable Products Institute (New York, USA) can
be accepted.

List of registers

The following registers may be obtained on request from DIN CERTCO at any time:

Register of materials and intermediates approved for the manufacture of certified products
made of compostable materials

Register of additives approved for the manufacture of certified products made of compostable
materials

Register of certified products made of compostable materials

Register of testing laboratories recognised for testing in accordance with the certification
scheme "Products made of compostable materials”
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Your contacts in detail

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us at:

Phone:
Fax:
E-Mail:

Phone:
Fax:
E-Mail:

Phone:
E-Mail:

Phone:
E-Mail:

Germany and Switzerland

DIN CERTCO

Gesellschaft fur Konformitatsbewertung mbH
Alboinstrale 56

D-12103 Berlin

Germany

Dipl.-Ing. Norbert Miiller

+49 30 7562-1136
+49 30 7562-1141
norbert.mueller@dincertco.de

Anke Sonneck

+49 30 7562-1146
+49 30 7562-1141
anke.sonneck@dincertco.de

United Kingdom

The Composting Association,
Avon House, Tithe Barn Road
Wellingborough, Northamptonshire
NN8 1DH

United Kingdom

Melvyn Chimes

+44 193322 77 77
melvyn@compost.org.uk

Netherlands

Keurmerkinstituut B.V.
P.O. Box 45

2700 AA Zoetermeer
The Netherlands

Willem van Weperen

+31 625 436 257
post@keurmerk.nl
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Poland

Centralny OKrodek Badawczo-Rozwojowy Opakowa@COBRO)
ul. Konstanci@ka 11

02-942 Warszawa

Poland

Andrzej Milewski

Phone: +48 22842 20 11
E-Mail: milewski@cobro.org.pl
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